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CIRCLE OF MASKS CELEBRATES CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
CLEVELAND — Free mask-making workshops, contemporary dance performances, and 
music are all part of the 6th annual Circle of Masks — the official kick-off to artistic 
preparations for the annual Parade the Circle Celebration. The world’s myriad cultures, 
and the artistic influences that flow between them, will be celebrated in this year’s mask 
festival. Geared to children and adults of all ages, this fun and creative event will take place 
Sunday, Apr. 16, 2000 from 1 to 4 p.m. 

There will be three free drop-in family workshops in the Lower Level/Education 
classrooms from 1 to 3:15 p.m., emphasizing contemporary masks inspired by the blending 
of Hispanic, Native American, Indonesian, and African aesthetics. Nationally exhibited South 
Euclid artist Anna Arnold will teach festival participants how to use these influences to create 
their own colorful masks from household materials such as cardboard, feathers, dried beans, 
and yarn. Guatemalan native Castellanos Lara, drawing artistic inspiration from Hispanic 
culture and surrealism, will guide participants in making futuristic masks, while Trinidad 
native Wendy Mahon will combine patterned face paint designs and mask-making to explore 
body decoration and tribal identity. 

Free modern dance performances will take place in the Indoor Garden Court between 
1 :30 and 4 p.m. Jerome Anderson, education director at Cleveland Public Theatre, and 
Kristie Little, a Cleveland-based dancer, will premiere The Masks We Wear: An Examination 
of How We Use Masks in Modern Society at 1 :30 and 2:30 p.m. Up-and-coming young 
dancer/choreographer Sarah Morrison will perform with her company, MorrisonDance, in a 
presentation of Radke ’s Melancholy Chromosomes, titled after a drawing by local artist Scott 
Radke. Accompanied by experimental music, dancers Mark Kmit, Kimi Johnson, and Lily 
Skove, wearing large masks inspired by the quirky, doleful figures in Radke’s drawing, will 
scurry and melt across the stage. When Morrison joins the ensemble, she too, wears a mask 
— of her own face. Performances will be at 2 and 3 p.m. 

The festival’s finale at 3:30 p.m. is a performance piece. Sitting on the Edge of 
Humanity, including music and dance. Presented by Story Rhinehart, recipient of a Strnad 
Fellowship in Creativity (funded by the Strnad family, for seniors at Hathaway Brown School 
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or University School), it will feature music and dance students from Hathaway Brown School, University School, 
Cleveland School of the Arts, and Lutheran West High School, as well as professional musicians and dancers from 
the Greater Cleveland area. Opening with a modem folk-tale about an exotic, mythical bird, the full piece evokes a 
dreamlike stream of consciousness, drawing on audience participation to complete the story. 

Parade the Circle Celebration is coming soon: Saturday, June 10, 2000 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. around 
University Circle’s Wade Oval Green. Jointly presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and University 
Circle Incorporated (UCI), this free event includes a colorful arts parade and continuous family activities presented 
by more than 30 University Circle organizations. The Circle of Masks marks the official beginning of the Parade 
season, and this is the first opportunity to see and purchase the new Parade posters and T-shirts, designed by Story 
Rhinehart. 
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Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is produced by 
the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Circle Village is coordinated by University Circle Incorporated. 

The Parade the Circle Celebration is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with generous support from 
The George Gund Foundation. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council and the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company, Inc. Promotional assistance is provided by The Plain Dealer, 89.7 WKSU FM and WKYC Channel 3. 
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